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Steam has given way to
diesel which, in turn,
will give way to the bus
as services to Tayport
face the axe.

Editorial

Firstly, Happy New
Year to you all and
don't forget to keep
those resolutions!!

My exhortations to
'take up the pen' have
produced a plethora of
articles for this issue.
Alistair Nisbet has sent
an account of a journey
from Kings Cross to
Tayport in 1955, eleven
years later the service
to Tayport was
withdrawn. 'Those
were the days' looks at
the last days of the
Tayport services using
public timetables, the
cuttings collection of
Lindsay Home and the
photographs of Mike
Smith and Alistair
Nisbet. David Bruce
recalls his early years
as a 'trainspotter' In
Dundee. Scott
Cunningham repnses
steams comings and
goings in the Dundee
area 50 years ago, from
the pages of Trains
Illustrated. Tom
Willison gives us all
the inside information
on the most recent

developments at the
Bo'ness & Kinneil
Railway - a big thank
you to all of you for
your efforts, which I
am sure the members
will enjoy.

Please keep the articles
coming In, there's a
fresh journal to fill
every three months -
how about some letters
to the editor - likes,'
dislikes, or just good
old fashioned stirring,
the floor is yours, so to
speak.

Double-headed
Santa brings
festive cheer!

Tom Willison

The Santa train season
began with Std. Class 4
No. 80105 hauling the
service trains and
No.419 acting as
station pilot and I was
booked to fire No. 419.
Station pilot duties
were the usual mix of
steam heating the stock
until the train engine
arrived, shunting the
yard and entertaining
the families by
chuffing up and down
to add atmosphere to
the occasion.

I had my turn at the
regulator and soon got
used to the air brakes,
which act quite
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differently to the steam
or vacuum brakes. The
day passed
uneventfully and as it
drew towards time for
the last train I asked
'management' if we
could double-head the
last run - to the delight
of the gathered
enthusiasts and myself
it was agreed that we
could.

Having spent all day
tootling about the
station it was good to
be making a real
Journey and despite
attempts by 80105's
crew to slow things
down we simply flew
up the bank to Birkhill
- 419 steams like a
good 'un.

The return to Boness
however, was to bring
a rather sobering end to
the day. Trundling
along the foreshore
back into the station I
put on the injector, it
wouldn't work. I
shouted across to the
driver and asked him to
try his, you've guessed,
it didn't work either.
We spent an anxious
few minutes juggling
steam and water valves
until we got the
injector to pick up, but
this was just the start.

Next, on a tight curve,
came a banging noise
from somewhere under
the engine. We stopped

examined everything
and found nothing - but
continued at caution
off the curve.

What had begun as an
un-eventful day as
station pilot was
rapidly becoming
memorable for all the
wrong reasons.
Standing behind 80105
waiting our turn at the
water column the RO.
(management) came
across and asked us to
shunt some stock in the
'back yard' . I was
flabbergasted. Having
been expecting to go
on shed for the night I
had let the fire run
down.

The coal we have at the
moment IS not bad
coal, but it IS very
small and burns away
quite quickly
hurriedly I began
shovelling coal into the
firebox. The RO.
intervened telling me
not to put any more
coal on - Idid as Iwas
ordered.

We set off and headed
towards the stock to be
shunted. Once we had
backed on 1 got In
between and coupled
up, but the driver could
not get the brakes off,
nor could he maintain
the 21" of vacuum. The
RO. came to see what
the problem was and
pointed to low boiler

pressure. I said
nothing, but thought to
myself that if he hadn't
told me to stop firing
boiler pressure would
not have been an issue.

The rest of the shunt
went according to plan
but by now practically
everyone else In the
place had left and I
ended up coaling up on
my own -' I definitely
have a love/hate
relationshi p with that
engme sometimes. I
finally signed of at
19.00 hours after 13
hours on duty - ah! just
like the old days.

A Journey to
Tayport in 1955

(A.Nisbet)

Kings Cross Station
was a chaotic hive of
activity where it was
often difficult to hear
what anyone else was
saying because of the
norse from the
platform luggage
barrows with their
apparently square
wheels, the steam
escaping from safety
valves (officially
discouraged of course
but ... ), people
shouting, the almost
unintelligible tannoy
and so forth.

As often as not on a
summer Saturday,
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which was when we
normally had to travel,
there would be
thousands of people
milling round on the
concourse, looking up
at the destination
boards and then
dragging their luggage,
and probably reluctant
offspring as well, to
join a lengthy queue
behind chalked notice-
boards waiting for their
train to be made ready
for occupation.
However, we would be
alright for our train
'The Flying Scotsman "
was already waiting in
platform 10 - Dad had
bought the tickets and
reserved four seats.
Travelling to Dundee
meant walking to the
front two coaches of
the train - these formed
the only daytime
service to go through
beyond Edinburgh.

Squeezing ourselves
and our hand baggage
into the carriage - the
cases had gone
Luggage in Advance a
couple of days earlier,
collected by Scammell
three-wheeled
mechanical horse from
the local station, we
waited in the corridor
while Dad found our
compartment where,
above the seat-backs,
were prints of water
colour pictures of
vanous places served
by the old LNER (Late

never early. Ed.) - Ely,
Hunstanton, York and
so on. There was also
an external door to the
compartment, complete
with a droplight
worked from a leather
strap like a razor strop.
We were strictly
enjoined not to 'touch
the handle or to lean on
the door. Moveable
arm-rests allowed four
to squeeze into the
three seats when
conditions were very
crowed.

A sudden bump told
me our engine had
joined the train - one of
Top-shed's A4s, which
I hoped would work all
the way to Edinburgh.

Shrill whistles from the
platform and a
resounding answenng
chime from the engine
signalled departure. A
sudden jerk
accompanied by much
noise from the engine
and we began to move
slowly over the
multitude of crossings.

Imagine the excitement
in our compartment as
we realised that we
were really on our way
at last - this moment
seemed to have been
coming for ever. After
passing the signal box
on our right and the
loco-yard on the left -
Als and V2s mostly
plus an A3 - the bright

sunlight disappeared as
we plunged into the
stygian depths of
Gasworks Tunnel, a
blackness relieved only
by the occasional faint
glow from electric light
bulbs placed along the
walls of this smoke-
filled burrow under
London's city streets.
The lights were there to
let the crews know they
were still making
forward progress,
amongst other things.

More tunnels came and
went as we charged
uphill to Finsbury Park
and suburbia.
Hertfordshire flashed
by and in what seemed
like no time we were
slowing to walking
pace as we negotiated
the dog leg curves of
North station
(Peterborough). New
England sheds came
soon after with dozens
of engines in the yard.
As speed picked up
again the restaurant car
stewards began to
announce morning
coffee was being
served. Grantham,
Retford, Newark,
Doncaster, flashed by
as more numbers were
added to my note book.
After Selby the
restaurant car stewards
were back, this time,
announcing 'first
sittings for luncheon'.
We, however, had our
sandwiches.

-;
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York was all hurry and
scurry. On the
platforms some people
were squeezmg
themselves on board as
others left the train and
struggled through the
throng to gam their
connections for
Scarborough,
Harrogate and other
local destinations.

Pulling away from
York we passed North
shed, the yard full with
many foreign, to me,
types B 16s and 172s
LMS 0-6-0 4Fs a
Jubilee or two and
several brace of WD 2-
8-0s all in steam and
laying a carpet of
smoke across the
mainline.

Speed soon built up as
we raced north through
Thirsk and
Northallerton, before
we slowed for the
Darlington avoiding
line and the curving,
winding route through
Durham and over the
Tyne into Newcastle.

At Newcastle there was
the same frenetic
activity on the
platforms as at York.
Waiting for the 'right-
away' there came the
unmistakable sounds of
the wheel-tapper as he
passed down the train
checking the carriage
wheels for cracks or

other damage an
arcane practice today.

Gateshead crew were
to work the train
forward to Edinburgh
and they were busy
taking water and
building up the fire as
they waited for the
'off. After five
minutes of this feverish
activity we were once
again underway.

Heading for Berwick
and the Royal Border
Bridge the restaurant
car stewards were
announcmg 'seats for
afternoon tea' - being
given a holiday treat
we left our seats and
headed for the
restaurant car further
back down the trai n.
The fare was toasted
tea-cakes, scones and
jam - cakes - nearly as
good as Mum's own
make!

After slowing for the
great bridge over the
Tweed and Berwick
Station we were
entering the last stage
of the A4s Journey
from the Thames to the
Forth. The tangerine of
the North Eastern
station signs gave way
to the familiar light
blue of the Scottish
region as we sped
through Drem, East
Fortune, Longniddry,
Prestonpans and Joppa.
Nearer to Edinburgh

there was the
enjoyment of that
smoky glory hole
which was St.
Margaret's shed with
its resident Y9s, N15s,
135s and J83s as well
as other ex-NBR
exotica.

Pulling into Waverley
'on time' - a mmor
miracle for a summer
Saturday, our coach
came to rest alongside
the lye were the station
pilot stood. Most of the
passengers alighted
here, though only a
handful of those were
from the Aberdeen
portion In which we
were travelling. Once
the A4 was unhooked
and trundling off light-
engine to Haymarket
the J83 station pilot
coupled up to our two
coaches before
transferring us to
platform 7 where we
were coupled to the
waiting Aberdeen train.

The Aberdeen train
was made up of our
two coaches plus
another six, mostly of
pre-war Gresley
ongms, painted In
carrnme and cream
livery - the motive
power was one of
Gresley's 2-6-2 V2s.

5.25pm and we were
heading into the
tunnels again then out
past the Castle and
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Princes Street Gardens.
Passing Haymarket
shed I could see the A4
which had brought us
from London as well as
B 1s, A3s, V2s and
those ex-NBR 4-4-0s
with their romantic
sounding names,
Jingling Geordie,
Kettledrummle.

Ten minutes later and
we were slowing to
40mph for our crossing
of the Forth Bridge -
through its massive and
convoluted girders and
across the river - Fife.
Over the river we
passed Inverkeithing
soon followed by
Aberdour, Burntisland,
(where the aluminium
works boasted its own
fleet of three shunting
engines), and Kinghorn
before we were
entering Kirkcaldy
with its odour of
linoleum hanging in the
air

Passing pit heads and
factories we headed
through the complex of
lines round Thornton
Junction where there
was always the
possibility of seeing
NBR 4-4-0s or ex-
LNERJGCR Directors
on the stopping train
for Anstruther and the
Fife coast. Ladybank
and its connections
with the old Edinburgh,
Perth & Dundee
Railway was followed

quickly by Cupar and
Leuchars, where in
later years my Mum's
brother would meet us
with his car.

After passing Worm it
speed slowed to the
regulation 25mph as
we entered on the Tay
Bridge. Looking out of
the window I could see
seals in one direction
and the Fifies (the
diesel powered ferries
which had replaced the
paddle-steamers) in the
other.

Rumbling off the
bridge and through the
long closed Esplanade
station the old
Caledonian railway
shed came into view,
(later to become the
main DMU depot for
Tayside - my sister
called the DMUs
'greasels' -, an epithet
which grew more
fitting with the passage
of time) stored engines
stood forlornly outside.

Dundee's ex-NBR shed
was altogether larger
and busier, here were
Bls, V2s, C16s, J37s,
and WDs. Keeping
them company were
Y9 saddle-tanks with
their semi-permanently
coupled wooden
tenders and WIre
baskets over their
chimneys - a kind of
crude spark arrester for
when these engines

worked along Dock
Street and into the
harbour.

No sooner had we
passed the locoshed
than we were rolling
into Tay Bridge Station

here, amidst the
ageing, rusting,
advertisements for
VIROL, we changed
trains. Leaving behind
the corridor stock and
mainline engine we
walked to the bay
platform and the six
coach non-corridor
stock headed by one of
Dundee shed's C16s
which formed the
service train to
Tayport.

Ten minutes later we
re-crossed the Tay
Bridge back to the Fife
shore where we took
the points for the
Tayport line. At Tay
Bridge South Box the
fireman collected the
single line token from
the signalman.

We were now on the
very last lap - up the
bank to Newport West
station with its well
kept gardens and
classical statuettes, on
over the burn bridge
and through Newport
East, past the gasworks
and with a final whistle
on down into Tayport
where our much
clipped tickets were
collected by the ticket
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clerk standing at the
bottom of the
overbridge steps.

That was the year
that was - 1951

(Local events
compiled from

Lindsay Horne's
collection of Trains

Illustrated)

Scott Cunningham

I started with the march
1951 issue, the first to
record 1951 events. In
this Issue it was
recorded that VVI)
90436 and Dll
NO.62671 Baillie
Mac Wheeble headed a
midday Glasgow
Queen Street - Fife
trainJ37 NO.64570 and
A2 NO.60535 Hornet's
Beauty took the up
North Briton out of
Glasgow, V2 No.60882
with a Black 5 headed
a Glasgow Buchanan
street - Perth train and
Bl NO.61355 arrived at
Edinburgh Waverley
tender first, double-
heading A4 NO.60009
Union of South Africa
on the down Flying
Scotsman - presumably
the result of a failure.
Unfortunately no dates
were given for these
somewhat unusual
pairings. The Trains
Illustrated
Correspondent
noted
appropriately,

also
that,

A2

No.60524 Herringbone
had been regularly
employed on the
12.30pm fish train
from Aberdeen to the
south!

Interworking of former
LMS and LNER
locomotives appeared
to be growing with V2s
frequently working the
southbound Bon
Accord (6.25
Aberdeen), as far as
Perth. Examples of
another locomotive
type used on this
service came In the
form of A2 No. 60531
Barham and classmate
No. 60525
A.H.Peppercorn the
latter still carrying the
Aberdonian headboard
on its smokebox door.
There appeared at that
time to be a proposed
pooling of express
passenger locomotives,
but clearances for
certain LMS Pacifies
on parts of the East
Coast route appeared
too tight for comfort.

An .LMS visitor to ~
Glasgow Queen Street
was Jubilee No. 45575
Madras which took out
the 11.40am to Perth
on 14th March, and
sister No. 45582
Central Provinces was
observed at Cadder the
following week. Black
5 No. 44705 worked
the 10.05 Kings Cross
over the Edinburgh -

Glasgow stage on 17th

March, while
No.45458 double-
headed Al No. 60159
Bonnie Dundee into
Edinburgh Waverley
on an empty stock
train.

On March 23rd, LMS
Pacific No. 62646 City
of Manchester headed
the up West Coast
Postal out of Aberdeen.

On 16th June, a 15
coach troop train was
double-headed out of
Perth by a Black 5 and
D11 No. 62685
Malcolm Graeme, and
on 23rd June J37 No.
64620 and Crab No.
42746 were noted in
tandem on an empty
stock train at Alyth
Junction. A
correspondent had
noted having enjoyed
an outstanding run on
the West Coast Postal
from Forfar to Perth
with Pacific No.46235
City of Birmingham. It
covered the 32.5 miles
In 30 minutes net ,
reaching 87mph at the
Tay viaduct, footing
the 1 In 160 stretch
downhill from Cargill,
did not fall below
75mph at Stanley
Junction, despite the
climb at 1 in 140 for a
mile beyond the Tay
viaduct, and then
regained 84mph on the
descent to Luncarty.
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By mid-summer the
first Standard Class 5s
had reached Perth with
No. 73005 having been
seen regularly at
Glasgow on the 1.45pm
from Buchanan Street.
On zo" July, No.73006
passed Larbert on a
Carlisle - Perth parcels
train. On 4th August,
Carlisle A3 No.60068
Sir Visto worked the
4.15pm from
Edinburgh into
Aberdeen, and on 30th

July, Jubilee No. 45574
India took the up
Granite City out of
Aberdeen. On 4th
August, A2 No. 60532
Blue Peter was
derailed at
Laurenckirk, and fell
down the embankment
while shunting the
11.35am Carlisle to
Aberdeen freight into a
siding. It was re-railed
by three cranes the
following day.

By August, Scottish I

crews were reported
not to be entirely in
favour of the new
Standard Class 5s,
which were said to be
indifferent uphill
workers, especially
73005. On 3rd August,
this engine, together
with 73006 headed the
Royal Train from Perth
to Aberdeen, where a
stranger seen on 22nd

September was
Gateshead V2 No.
60809. On 5thAugust, a

very rare visitor to
Dundee was Scot No.
46135 The East
Lancashire Regiment
of Liverpool Edge Hill
shed.

On 10th October,
Dundee Bl No.61278,
still In green' livery,
was seen moving
northwards out of
Aberdeen. The
following day,
Tweedsmouth 139 No.
64843 arrived at
Aberdeen.

A2 No. 60531 Bahram
failed at Thornton on
the up Aberdonian
comprising 15 coaches.
It was replaced by a B 1
which stalled on the 1
in 67 bank and had to
be assisted. Five days
later, the same train
passed through
Kirkcaldy 38 minutes
late behind WD No.
90170.

During the third week
in November,
Scotland's first
Standard 4 tank No.
80020 was at
Polmadie, although
officially allocated to
Kittybrewster. On 20th

and 21st November, it
was noted at the head
of the 1l.37am
Edinburgh Princes
Street to Glasgow
Central.
Footnote: Sadly, we
seemed to be lacking
local reporters in 1951.

I hope that III later
years there was more
local activity noted in
Trains Illustrated. It is
my intention, with
Lindsay's co-operation
(!) to do similar
reports, 50 years on, in
future year-end issues
of our journal.

My Interest in
Transport

David Bruce

At a mere nine months
old I was taken on the
very last High Street to
Lochee tram - thus
beginning a lifelong
connection with all
forms of transport.

At this time we stayed
In Loons Road, but
from my Gran's there
was a footpath which
led down to the
railway. My earliest
recollections of
railways are of going
down this path to see
the line.

The first time I visited
the line there were no
trains running, but the
next time I ventured
down that well trodden
footpath from Granny's
it was a different story
- this time there were
136 and 37s clanking
by. Steam engines were
not the only engine to
run up the Lochee line
at that time, there were
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Class 08 shunters and
Class 26,s as well.
On one memorable
Saturday morning, after
breakfast, I said to my
Gran, 'I'm going out to
play I'll see you about
dinner-time' - and then
ran off down to the
line. I ran past Don &
Dunkens jute mills,
past Geordie
Malcolm's garage on
past McGreogor's &
Balfour's saw-mill and
all the way along the
footpath that runs up
the side of the railway
bridge. From here, in
the distance, you could
see the station and you
could watch for the
signals being 'pulled-
off.

If, when the signals
were cleared, you
looked even further
into the distance you
could see the puffs of
smoke long before you
could see the type of
engine making them.
Steam usually meant a
Class J 36 or 37 but on
this Saturday I was in
for a surprise, for in
place of the usual 0-6-0
was one of Stanier's
'Black Five' 4-6-0s.

The route up through
Lochee and on to
Fairmuir or Maryfield
Goods is a stiff climb,
and the Black 5 was
'barking' nicely though

J

the train was not an
unduly big one, being
only 16 coal wagons
and a Brake van.
However, the sight, the
sound and the smell all
combined to make this
a memorable moment,
one which began what
has been a lifelong
interest in railways,
including model ones.

The happy school day
memories of Black 5s
at Lochee are,
naturally, tempered by
some fond farewells -
like the trip to see my
aunt and uncle in
Newport-on-Tay. We
took a bus from
Lawside Road into
town and then walked
down to catch the
'Fifie' to take us over
the water. The journey
over was a bit on the
choppy side so we
came back on the last
train, this was to be my
last journey on the line
before it closed to all
traffic.

(I didn't plan this but
David's reminiscences
fit perfectly with the
feature on the last day
of services on the
Tayport Dundee
route. Ed.)

Those were the
days!

c. David Wilson.

1966 was a bad year
for rail and football
fans in Tayport, for not
only did the 'Auld
Enemy' win the Jules
Rimet Trophy but the
opening of the Tay
Road Bridge severed
the Newport - on - Tay
East to Tayport section
of the former Newport
Railway.

British Rail Scottish
Region announced
"Withdrawal of
passenger train services
between Newport - on -
Tay East and Tayport,
on and from Sunday,
22nd May, 1966" The
notice went on to say;
"From this date all
passenger trains on the
branch will start and
terminate at Newport -
on - Tay East .A
special bus service,
operated by Messrs. W.
Alexander & Sons
(Fife) Ltd., will run
between Newport - on-
Tay East and Tayport
in connection with all
trains. Rail tickets will
be valid on the special
buses and full through
booking and waiting
room facilities will still
be available at Tayport
Station."

9



The decline in
Tayport's importance
as a rail-head had
begun 88 years earlier
in 1878 when the North
British Railway
commenced upon
building the Tay
Bridge. Despite the loss
of through traffic on
the Tayport - Broughty
Ferry route following
the opening of the
bridge the Newport

Railway opened for
business in 1879.

This new line which,
left the newly opened
bridge, at the southern
end, on a sharp curve,
followed the line of the
river through West and
East Newport to' join
up with the old North
British Edinburgh
Aberdeen main-line at
Tayport. The Newport

Railway's new line
gave the North British
Railway the ability to
compete with the Tay
ferries for traffic
between Dundee and
Newport, and Tayport
with some service
trains running beyond
Tayport, on through
Leuchars to St.
Andrews.

STATION

Tay Bridge South Box to Tayport gradient and curve profiles.

Following the collapse
of the original Tay
Bridge, in December of
1879, Tayport again,
albeit briefly, became
the official route over
the Tay. The 'Officers
Special' which brought
officials and engineers
of the North British to
the bridge following

the disaster ran to
Tayport from where the
steam ferry, James
Cox, eventually took
the party across the
Tay. The replacement
Tay Bridge, opened in
1887, is currently the
subject of a major
repair programme.

Despite the short length
and, in railway terms,
short history of the
Tayport Branch the line
has not been without its
share of incidents. In
1881, only two years
after opening there was
a collision between a
coal train and a
passenger train at
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Tayport in which six
people died, including,
James Pearson, the
fireman of one of the
trains and a gentleman
by the name of Captain
Mckechnie who was
himself travelling to

attend the funeral of his
mother - in law, cest la
VIe.

The crew of the
passenger train, driver
Brodie Crawford and
fireman James

Maxwell, were both
Tayport men and large
numbers of Tayport
residents turned out to
help in the rescue of
SUrvIVorS.

Map showing the extent of lines and sidings at Tayport Harbour.

Worm it, at the west
end of the Branch, was
the scene of numerous
accidents two of which
occurred on the same
day separated by a
mere six years. On May
28th 1955 an eight
coach special carrying
540 passengers
derailed entering
Worm it Station three
people died and 14
were seriously injured
including the driver.
On May 28th 1961 a
DMU derailed entering
the station - though,
fortunately, this time
there was no loss of
life.

There had also been an
, accident in this same

spot thirty years earlier
in June 1931 - again a
derailment entering
Wormit Station from
Tayport. On this
occasion a 136 running
tender-first with the
8.26am ex-Tayport
destroyed forty foot of
the wood built South
platform. Although the
first coach mounted the
buffers of the engine
there were no serious
casualties.

It may only be
coincidence but the
derailments of 1931
and 1955 both occurred

with the engines
running tender first - a
practice disliked by
both footplate crew and
operating departments
alike. If all three
accidents, 1931, 1955
and 1961 are
considered then issues
like the facing points
at the end of Wormit
Station platform and
light axle loadings
might be a factor.
Whatever the reason
Wormit was certainly
something of an
accident black-spot.

On a lighter and
brighter note - part of
what was once Wormit
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Station IS now
preserved and well at
the Bo'ness & Kinniel
Railway.

According to one, alas
undated, timetable the
Tay port line enjoyed a
reasonably good
service with trains
every hour from
5.15am to lO.SIpm.
Tayport residents who
worked in Dundee, it is
said, would return
home for lunch. There
were trains back to
Dundee leaving
Tayport at 12.20pm,
1.25pm and I.3Spm.,
providing, the
opportunity for dinner
at home, if nothing
else. However, with a
scheduled timing of 25
minutes for the Tayport
- Dundee journey those
'porters returning for
luncheon must have
enjoyed 2 hour lunch
breaks - a real luxury in
these days of fast food
30 minute lunches.

1966 was both literally
and figuratively
another century - and
steam train services on
rural branch lines are
now the meat and drink
of rail way preservation.

The sevenng of the
Tayport line by the new
road bridge may be
seen by some as little
more than vandalism -
wrecking a useful asset
for the sake of saving a

few pounds on the cost
of the bridge. One has
to say however, that 25
minutes by train does
not get anywhere near
the convenience of IO
minutes by car. If one
does have an hour for
lunch the car makes
lunch at home a
distinct possibility for
today's Tayport
resident - Bon Appetit.

80105 takes a trip

Tom Willison

Bo'ness based standard
class 4MTT No. 80 I05
made a little bit of
local history last
Autumn being the first
ex-BR loco, in 30
years, to run over the
former Caledonian
metals between Bridge
of Dun and Brechin.
NO.80lO5 was to be the
star of the Caledonian
Railway (Brechin) Gala
weekend. On the
Friday before the Gala
myself, John Leggat
and Jim Verth, from
the B&KR, went over
to Brechin and
prepared the engine for
service on the Saturday
- by the time we had
finished she looked
fantastic, 'fresh out of
the shops'.
Saturday dawned warm
and dry - much more to
the point though was
the opportunity drive
NO.80I05 and during

the double-headed
working with the
Brechin Railway's
'Barclay' I did just that
- it was to be quite an
eventful trip.

-,

On the return journey
from Bridge of Dun to
Brechin Bo'ness
volunteer Brian
Thomson was the
driver of the Barclay.
Before we pulled away
from Bridge of Dun
driver Thomson
informed me he would
not require any help
from No. 80 I05 - less
than half a mile out of
Bridge of Dun station
events took a different
turn.
Driver Thomson had
set off with the gusto of
a mainline express - in
the process, yes you've
guessed he destroyed
the fire and steam
pressure was falling -
No.80lO5 to the
rescue!

The line from Bridge
of Dun to Brechin
would be a little
treasure if only the
track was m better
condition and the
platform canopy at
Brechin was repaired to
its former glory.

NO.80lOSs second
weekend at Brechin
saw the arrival of a
party of diesel
enthusiasts on a
Pathfinders rail-tour
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from Birmingham.
These rail fans had
travelled to the line for
a trip behind a Class 26
- we offered to double-
head the train but the
offer was turned down
(sad people).

On a more positive
note the railway did
earn over £350 in
under two hours using
one coach topped and
tailed by a pair of
diesel shunters running
up a down the siding.

Breakfast, for the rail-
tour party, had been set
up in the yard and
whilst they ate
No.80105 provided the
entertainment by
shunting the
breakdown train.
Superb weather helped
to make this a great day
out for everyone
concerned and it is
anticipated that the
event will be run again
in 2002. If all goes
according to plan the
ex-Caledonian Railway
4-4-2T No.419 will be
used instead of No.
80105. This great little
engine will be perfect
for the line - a Caley
engine on a piece of
Caley railway - see you
there!

Teething troubles
are over!

Tom Willison
Following 419's recent
overhaul the usual
mechanical gremlins
reared their ugly little
heads. Trouble, with
tyres, hot boxes on the
bogie wheels, off a beat
on the valve settings
and many sleepless
nights caused by the
Westinghouse pump
are now all in the past.
All those who worked
on No.419 can be
rightfully proud of their
achievements - the
carriage and wagon
department can be
equally proud of the 2
Caley coaches which
their efforts have
restored. No.419 with

I these two coaches is
the epitome of the
'Vintage' train and
should be a major
crowd puller in more
ways than one.
At the recent B&KR
AGM N0.419 and the
2 Caley coaches were
in service providing
B&KR members and
their guests with a
journey to Birkhill and
return. 419s soft
exhaust beat and free
steaming qualities
made it a really superb
day, for me, on the
footplate.

With 80105 and 419
now working well

attention has been
directed towards
Maude which has had
some new tubes fitted
and others tightened to
ensure she can see out
the final year of her
boiler certificate
watch out for a new
colour scheme for
Maude in 2002 - no it
will not be 'Hogwarts'
livery.

No.1 has run fairly well
since her re-tube,
though I did have
injector problems with
her on a recent
steaming. The clack
sticking open and the
injector not 'picking-
up' was the difficulty -
thankfully these
problems have now
been resolved and No.1
can fulfil her duties on
the 'Mince Pie' trains
at New Year.

No.1 and Maude are
not the only engines
being re-tubed ex-
LNER D49 Morayshire
is also undergoing
overhaul and like
Maude and No. 1
Morayshire too 1S

getting new tubes.

('Hunts and Shires'
were very common
forms of motive power
on the line that ran by
the local park, where I
played when I was a
kid, and I have very
fond memories of them
- it will be good to see
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Morayshire back m
action. Ed.)

Maintaining and
running old steam
locomotives is only
part of the story at
Bo'ness these days.
The new exhibition
centre is near to
completion, an "0"
gauge layout holds
'Caley days' 'NBR
days' 'BR days' and
boasts a very
cosmopolitan selection
of model motive
power.

The B&KR's
collection of diesels
has increased by one
with the arrival of a
Class 37 and all the
expectations are that
the extension to a new
terminus at Manuel
will be open for use
within 2 years.

The House
Keeping

I am sure that you are
all aware that this year
is the ARG's 30th

birthday and that April
2151 is the Annual
General Meeting.

There are two
proposals for the
celebration of the
Group's 30th

anruversary, one IS a
trip to the North
Yorkshire Moors
Railway with a journey
on the' line
accompanied by food
and drink, the other a
similar ride the rails
eating and drinking but
at the Strathspey
Railway when the
Broomhill extension
opens to passenger
traffic.

If there any other ideas
as to how to celebrate
being 30 it would be
advisable to notify the
secretary so that this
issue can be discussed
and decided at the
AGM.

The deadline for the
next issue of the
journal is March 31st

•

Finally, as this is the
30th anniversary it
would be a good time
to do an ARG Journal
retrospective edition. A

trawl through the
archive of the journal
would be one strand
and a contribution from
the current membership
on some personal
favourite moment from
the last 30 years would
be another. Don't be
shy let's hear that
amusing anecdote, sad
moment or whatever
has caught your fancy,
no not the blonde in the
mini skirt. In order to
give everyone plenty of
time, and to give
myself time to look
through 157 previous
issues of the ARG
Journal, I propose to
make the retrospective
edition the Summer
issue - issue 160.

Next meeting at
RTYC, when George
Gall will give an
illustrated Talk on the
Dundee area, is on
February 17th

. March
10lh is George Bett with
a selection from his
slides, March 3 1SI

Keith Jones on Cuban
Railways and April 21SI

the AGM.
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