RERELLE i Mi: 'r\;'f\- h NN
gy (R

[\\\Qm‘""‘s‘;\ .

| _Eii"‘] N
L 2y

TR
N i{‘;‘,‘;.%@!}-lﬂﬂuﬂ

eI
L mfa'nmuummmmmmmmummmnnw' sfl’” —l
'\\‘\‘\‘_ ”_!5-— N

! g AL e

W

. A
A =~
Il ' .

oy

AN
330 \‘\ :

= AN
A \\\\\

«\\\\\\\\\§\§

BR 2MT 2-6-0 78045 on the 3.23 Banff to Tillynaught train at Banff on 6th August,
1962.From a photograph by Lindsay AC Horne.,
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COCK 0O' THE MORTH Apgus  Railwey  Group

Newgletbtor No 72, June 1978,

EDITORTAL

Because of examination studies, it is doubtful whether this and recent Editions
would have been available for distribution go soon, but for the very helpful
asslstance of Jeremy Farquharson, Jim Oswald and Lindsay Horne, I should like to
record my aporecistion of their work.

This month's issve covers a wide variety of exciting tepics, so we will
meantime stand aside and not hold you back,

" The Welly Boot ¥

A Tandmark in the History of the Highland Line 2

Readers of the Jupe, 1978 "Ra‘lway YWorld" may have seen at page 338 a
photograph of this Pullman Car express, awaiting depsriture from its northern
terminus at Dalwhinnie, Hitherto vnpublished details now reveal just how
sighificant a train this is, A special Correspondant, recently returned from
recording the frequently changing leadership scenes at Mossend, writes as follows;

" Tuesday, 4th April, 1972, was one of many dsys when I guerded train
No, 1831 (N for Inverness) known affectionately ss " The Welly Boot". Arriving
at Pertn station st 06,50., enzine no, 26,013 was already waiting in platform 4
{ Forth End) and attached to its three coaches which had been extracted from the
carrisge sheds. The coaches were an Open Second, a Metro-cammell Pullman Pantry
Car and a Brake Corridor second, ,

An assortment of svecialist workers were boarding the train, many of them
luxuriating in the comforts of the Pullman for which they were famed, As we nulled
out of Perth , nrompt at 07.00, esrly morning tea and bhreskfast facilities were
being nrevared by the 'maitre de cuisine' and his joviasl but efficient staff.

Yore workers entrained during-a brief stoo at Dunkeld, from whence we ran
directly into Pltlochry arriving at 07.4/. There is a six minute wait at Pitlochry
which provides an opoortunity to purchase early editions of London newspapers,
begides glving amvle time for the Inverness portion of the Perth - Manchester
(Fed PBank) Fmear to cross our pzth,

Approxiametely half of the railuay technocrats alighted at Blair Atholl,
where we arrived ten minutes after clearing Pitlochry, During our stop here many
hends were busily engaged loading equipment into the hrake, while two men
mounted the engine cab to direct the driver as to the necessary wayside halts %o
be made unon leaving Blair,The first such halt wag at Struan te discharge the four
vainters who are busily painting the bridge there. Our next stop was at the
Black Tank?, where two Plasser and Theurer machines were sitting, Some six men got
out here. When we next stooved, below the Garry dam, more than two dozen men
descended, taking jacks and plck axeswlth them, Further stops were made at a site
above the same dem and at Dalnaspidal where another one and two Plasser machines
were awaiting their overators. A delay of seven minutes at the summit itself

to allow a ballast train from Xingussie to leave Dal whinnle and a stop at
Balsporan to droo the masons ( I couldn't imagine them having an onen air meeting

un here !) meant arrivel at dalwhinnie a2t 09.10, forty minutes later than the booked
time,



When we arrived in Dalwhinnle loop only s emall number of welders remained
to alight, We couple” off the engine and having ruh round the irain sitored the
coaches in the sidings alongside engine ne, 26,015, There could be no further
movements untll the 07,15 Inverness - Glasgow had passed, Then no. 26,015 left light
engine Tor Aviemore where it was to pick up an Inverness freight train put off during
the night, After the Glasgow train had passed, our engine proceded oubt of the sidings
with five Dogfish and two Sealions (Hoppers) , total weilght 478 tons, to the new
crosging at the Svida}l where P-way men from Inverness were working on this new
installation they had buillt, Once the foreman ganger hed pot the clamp back on the
noints and we had collected somemen to empty the hoppers we continued up and over
the Summit to our destination. Following directions, we proceded back and forward
in order to empty the stones evenly and when this was done, we propelled very slowly
back %o Dalwhinnie, Ye arrived back at Dalwhinnie aft 12.00 and had to wallt until
'The Clansman! from Inverness to Luston had passed by at 12,06 before being able
to couple off snd run round the honvers, which we then ook to Kingussie, lere the
honners were put into sidings ready for loading with more ballast motored from Fort
YWilliam, Loeding is by Ceterpiller tractor,

Our relief would trawvel by the 11,20 Perth -~ Inverness passenger train to
Dalwhinnie where they would be directed to conti-ue to Kingussie and bring back
our englne tozether with an already losded bopner train, At Dalwhinnie they would
reconnect the ' Welly Boot ' coaches and return to Perth s4 the end of the day's
work, We travelled s nassengers on the 13,15 from Xingussie back home. There being
no sign of the early shift workers at Blair, 1t was to be assumed that they had
caught '"The Clahgnan', Perth was reached on iime at 14,55, from where a railway van
took & very weery gusrd up %o the new yard to 'book off'and finish, "

A MITCHELL.,

NOT IN THE TIMETABLE

While browsing throuvgh sove recent B.R. Trafic Notices I studied a few
sneclial worklngs which might he of interest to our members,

The 10%th of Aoril ssw the Inverness holiday Monday produce an 2-coach
loco, hauled snecisl for Aberdeen, It depsrted at 09.25 and arrived in less than
three hours at 12,15, After 6 hourg in the ' Granite City! the return departure was
at 18,78 with arrival at 21,05 in Inverness.

On the folleowing Saturday, 15th of April, the Aberdesn 3cout Troop
ran a snecisl from iberdeen to Kyle of Lochalsh, departing at OR,29 and arviving
in Kyle at 14.35, Restarting at 16.59, arrival back home was at 22.26.

Algo at Kyle that same day was an overnight €.L.9. charter from Leeds,
which arrived at 12.37 and Gepertad at 14,50 shortly sfier the hoy scout scpecial
had srrived, Sharing the Highland line wiul the Q.T.9. Clarter was ah advertised
excureion fruw Clactont %o Inverness, where it arrived at 09.37 and left for home
at 20,57,

Further south, the 22nd of April saw a chartered High Soceed Train from
Scarborovugh arrive in Edinburgh st 11,20, I% devarted at 17.40 and arrival back at
the Yorkshire resort wasst 21,33,

On that same day an advertised excursioh from Oldham arrived in Perth
at 12,16, from where it departed at 17,45, Coming north 1t would be too late o pass
the first ever through trsin from Perth to Meiluizg oun by bue 5.0.P2.5, with ihe
following ehgine workings;

arr dep
Rastiield Diesel Dépot 04,. 00 D
Springfield Yard 04,439 05.00 Emear
Perth 06,20 07.16 To ®Malliaiy
Mallaig 5,11 16,00 Ex Glasgow
Perth 23.53 23.55 Emecar
Springfield Yard 01.18 01.50 LD

Fastfield Diesel Depot 02,30



On the 26th of April a 10 - vehicle charter for the Rudolf Steiner School arrived
in Aberdeen at 02,46 sfter an overnight journey from Kings Cross,

The 29th April witnessed the normally E.M.U, Wemyss bay branch being traversed
by a special diesel hauled specisl from Huddersfield. Upon arrivel at 13,26 passengers
crogssed to the weiting steamer for s trip 'doon the water'. Meanwhile the empty
astock was worke Dback to Polmadie carriasge sheds by electric loco. for servicing
with the diesel travelling light engine %o Corkerhill Diegel Depot for refuelling
The empty s$ock returned back to Yemyss Bay for departure south at 17.24.

Ap overnight 1% wehicle charter {rom Fuston arrived in Kyle of Lochalsh
at 10,33 on the 6th May for a day visit, Its Departure was at 17.00. That same
day sew the 5.1, 7.5, Falkirk 4o Kyle arrive st 14.34 and depart at 15.20, so for
z ghort while Xyle must have been a very crowded terminus,

Another specisl train traversed the Wemyss Bay branch on Tuesday, 9th May
Blectric unit 036 departed Glasgow Central at 10.03 and arrived at the new IBM
Halt which serves that companys very large factory near Ureenock, Afier guests
declared the station oven, the electric unlt travelled on to Wemyss Bay, there
hedng no conrvienient loop nearby. On its return journey the train stopped for six
minutes again =t the new halt which has reportedly s traffic notential of 250
workers ver day. It finally arrived hack in Glasgow at 12,19,

J. CUMMING

BACK TRACK
The Dundee Courier, Saturday, Oclbober 21, 1899

RATLMAY DISASTER AT COUPAR ANGUS
ABERDEEN EXPRESS IN COLLISION
SHOCKING RESULTS
DRIVEL KILIED,
MANY PASSENGERS HURT.

Our Blairgeurie Corresvondent wires : ILast night Coupar Angus was the
scene of a terrific railwsw smash that has catsed consternation all over the district.

A gpecial cattle train wes being shunted, and in the act of aviod the 6,55
exoress from Perth 1t overlaoned on the main line. The express ran into it with
a frightful crash that speedilv brought large numbers of the townsfolk to the scene,

The first to arrive was Mr, Brskine, organist of st. Anne's Church, who
ves at the moment of the orash entering the church, The noise of the crash
and the escaping steam wasg sickening, and not a few who rushed down in haste %o
the s'etlon felt unable to go to the actual scene of the disester, which was at
the peolnt where the siding joins the main line, about sixty or seventy yards from
the enst end of the platform,

The boiler of the goods engine was thrown sbout 20 yards into the adjoining
field, and the driver of the goods engine, George Piper, Aberdeen, who is a married
man with a family, had both legs broken, one of them being completely severed from
bis body, he being found, along with the stoker, Charles Kelman, fberdeen, bensath
the engine, whence they were rescued after much trouble,

The driver was removed to the waiting room, The stoker, after being rescued
wag removed to Fox Hall, the residence of Mr, George Honeyman, where, on being
examined by DR. Myles, Brechin, Who was a passenger on the train, he was found to
nave & broken thigh, » cut on the right calf, snd a bleeding nose, His removal
to Perth Infirmary was ordered by the doctor,

The stoker of the exvress,Thomas Grant, Aberdeen, was rescued from beneath
his englne, and was found to be severely injured about the bones of the pelvis,
and all were suffering from severe internal injuries. The driver, Henry Brown,
Aberdeen, was thrown clear, and was terribly burned on the face, begides receiving
severe scalp wounds snd bruises.



The two guards of this train, William Milne asnd William Kemp, are, with
the exception of the shock insepzrable from such an accident, @ninjared, The front
carringe of the express was completely smashed, and how the passengers in this
carriage escaved is s mystery. In the front compartment were five men,

Joe Connelly, cattle dealer, Pintona, County Tyrone, Ireland, was, with other *wo
becupants of the comvarment, on hie vay to Forfar Market, He guffered from several
brioises aboat the less, arms and head,

John Carlin, Raphoe, County Donegal, bhadly bruised about the head and legs,
fe pathetically declared he hovered on ths borders of eternity. Patrick O'Kane,
County Derry, and JamesTunny, Ballyshannon, Donegal, were also hurt,

Several of the cattle were killed while many of them were so severely injured
that they had to be killed and their pitiful lowing added to the misery of the scene,

Both uo and down lires were blocked and although a large gtaff of men were
speedily at work it will be some time before traffic can be resumed,

Heing Little Dunning Yarket, there was naturally an sxcess of traffic ahd
this of course complicated matiers, but the staff at the cerliest moment despatched
& train to Blairgowrie and & svecial to Perth with the injured passengers, The
station was crowded with a large concourge of people, including many ladies,

At the time of wiring every effort was being made to clesr the line, and
the traffic was being hurried forwsrd as well 28 possible under the circumstances.
The officisls at Perth, on hearing of the mishan, a svecial train wes at once
degnatched to the scens of the accldent, Mr, J.D. Lamb, district superintendant,
snd Mr, Bsrr, engineer, travelling with the train,

Death of the Driver

It was later telegraohed from Perth this morning that the driver died at
eleven o'clock last night.

Death of Piper

A later message states that Piper, the engine driver, died at Perth Station,
while he was being removed +o the Infirmary. The sad event occured about eleven
ofclock, The pther driver, the two firemen, and two passengers were safely removed
te Perth Infirmary, where they now are all in a wore or less eritical state,

The Disorganised Traffic.
Inquiries at Dundee

Inquiries et Dundee West Station +his morning revealed an alarming
disorganisation of the traffic as the resnlt of the disaster. ALl the Caledonian
traing from the north due to lesve subsequent to the accident came south via
Arbroath and Dundee, »nd @id not again join the Caledonian system until Winewslls
Junction, As regards the traing from the south, these left the Caledonian msin
line 7~» Aberdeen st Alyth Junction, where they proceded vis Fewtyle, Ninewells,
and Tay Uridge Station — a very roundabout route, but the only one availoble -
to the north,all, of course, grestly behind time, The 6.50p.m, train from Dundee
for Bleirgowrie havine left nrevious to the accident , would, the station officials
thousht, n-t be able to go beyond Ardler, but authentic news of any delay having
been occasioned to thiz trein was not to hand, Caledonian Reilwavs passengers
who oresed through Tay %ridge Station st two o'clock this morning seemed greatly
surprised at the chsnge of route, most of them belng uneware of the accident,

L.A.C. Horne,



STRATHSPEY RAILMAY ASSQC,

Annual General Meeting

On Ssturdsy, 20th May, I travelled north in the company of the AR.G.'s
snswer to Morecambe & Wise - Messrs, Lindsay ( T.P.0.) Horne and Norman ( 5P} Sharp.
The nurvoge of our journey was to =ttend the A.G.M, of the S.R.A., at Boat of Garten
snd we had decided %o make a day of it to give us time to have a look at the present
position of the Strathsvey Hallway,

On arriving at AGviemore in brilliant suvnshine we headed for the shed where
ve found one of the 0-6-0ST being steamed in preparation to working a four coach
train from the pertislly completed platform at Aviemore to Boat, Although the bulk
of the concrete frame of the nlatform 1s finished, there is still a lot of in-filling
with rubble and esrth 4o be done to bring it to an acceptable level, The turintable
is still lying at the side of the well and a squad of workers were unloading from
a lorry a wheel drop which had been obtained from Bressingham., As well ag the
Sad?le tahk, 46/64 was lying outside the shed with part of its boller off although
the intentlon is to have the loco. ready for traffic by the end of June. Inside
the shed the main attrsction was the Black Five (Seperated from its tender) and
s very old wooden bodied coach which will require a great deal of resgstorative work
The shed also centsined the collection of amall diesel and steam locos, ilncluding
the "Wemyss" tank which was undergoing overbaul having had its tanks removed.

Ag it was fast soproaching fseding time, we returned to an adjacent grassy
bank where we congumed our plcnic lunch and were entertained by Norman fighting
of f' attacking hovdes of Aviemore ants who had taken a liking to him, his
sandwiches or botn,

The train for Bost was now preparing to leave after allowing time for
paasengers from the northbound B.K, train te find their way to the Strathspey
platfor=.No naagengers sonesred so the train nulled out with aporoxiasmetely thirty
ngonle on board, After an eventful journey we were stopped by the signal at the
anrosch to Beat ststion, which weg caused by a lack of a signalman rather than
ahother trsin., The station ig still looking gdite gmart snd the footbridge( from
Dalwhinnie I think) has now been erected and vainted, The signal box is still
undergolng restoration and is now teklng the apnearance of a working box with signal
wires snd noint rodding anmearing from the base,

We found our way to the village hall where almost 60 people werc welcomed
by Dr. Cornwell, After accepting the minutes of the 1977 Annual General Meeting,

Dr, Cornwell gave bis report which stressed the lmportance of the S.R.A, in giving
assistance with finance and manpower to the railwey, He also mentioned the importance
of the'Strathspey Bxpress' in keeping members inforwed of progress. Dr. Cornwell
indicated that he will be resigning from the committee next May,

The treasurer gave hils financial report which showed that income from all
sources had incressed by almost £1,000 over a year age and as expences had
decreased slightly this gave an overall surplus for the year of £1,195, The report
was acceoten,

H.D. Barclay then mave his report which gave details of the L.K.O. progress
or lack of it, This had been held un for 2 -~ 3 weeks because of a proposed level
crossing just north of Aviemore station. This had now been allowed for but the
Scottish Cffice were causing delays due to uncertainty of the L.R.O. process, this
being the first one in Scotlend.

However it wa« hoped that the L.R.0. would be granted by the end of June
Provided the inspection by Major Olver of the Raitway Inspectorate was satlsfactory,
Dourlas Barclay stressed the imvortance of c¢ontinuance maintenshce and mentioned
the followlng tasks which wouldsoon require attention:~ re-painting Boat station;
rewsluting coaches; re-roofing the shed; installing the turntable and wheel drop;
re-sleenering track at Boat statioh with concrete sleepers as the wooden ones
are rotting and s general tidy up of the Aviemore end of the line which was turning
inte 2 bit of & dumo (his own words). He acknowledged the valuable assistance given
by the sssocistion and hoved that the two grouns, the association and the railway;
could work more clusaly together in the future, The election of committee members
followed and full details will no doubt be in the next 'Strathspey Express!,

D. Barclsy resigned as vice-cheirman of the association and was unanimously elected
as Vice-nresident, Several changes bo the constitution were wnt forward by



D. Cattensch on behalf of the committee and these orovoked much discussion, The
mecting closed 2t /4.75p.m. and we were treated to a cun of tea before heading for
the station and the return journey to Aviemore,

It w=s now time to return south so we set off but on reaching Newtonmeres
and noticing %that the sigunals were off we headed %o dee what was going on., We found
nothing was going on ss the signal box was switched out as the loop was not reguired
over the weeckend, and all the signals were in the of{ position., We spent some time
wilking to the person on duty and looking around the station, signal-box and
pther belldings wheore Dindsay scquired an unusuzl nlece of rallwayana - glass~less
gorelas, He ingisted on gilving ue iwpresslons of Buaron von Richthofen, an Africe~
Korpne tank cormmander and severzl otucr people we could nob recognise, The only fraffic
during this tire wag the nerth-bound 'Clancman’ running about 30 minutes late behind

a Olass A7,

Ue eventually managed to geb Lindsay and his goggles back into the car,
ard returned safely home after a very interesting and enjoyeble day. My thanks to
Lindsay and ¥orman for thelr excellent company and corny jokes.

J. ANDERSOH
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